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Program Outcomes: (Kindly Attached with Photos) 

 

 The Webinar was able to meet its goal whereby the Resource Persons have wonderfully and brilliantly woven in 

the variations of different topics and pinned them to a wholesome gain. ( Attached files) 
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A Compiled Summary of the Sessions 

Professor Esther Syiem commenced with a brilliant references to oral stories of women writers of 

the North East and also brought in a couple of African writers too. The voices of these stories and 

narrations showed how women resisted and ultimately overcame violence and transcended carnal 

sexuality, oppression. In her keynote address Professor Syiem touched upon the oracular role that 

many women in our North east region play to decisively write their history and retelling it from a 

woman’s perspective... Resisting erasure in these stories testifies the fact how inerasable is a 

woman’s identity so also the spaces that women inhabit. Voices of these women through their 

stories and narrations emerged stronger through their lived experiences. They are the voices that 

inhabit spaces, imaginings, conscious and unconscious thoughts. She talked about the binaries of 

active and passive roles that women have traditionally categorized. Creating and recreating 

paradigms of womanless echoed down the corridors of time through the voices of these women.  

She reminded listeners about Kamala Das who made a clarion call to Indian women to put out a 

resistance and be proactive in designing their own destiny. “Refusal is a choice opened to all 
women”. The woman is an artist in her own right as she constantly tries her own role for herself and 
the art of life that a woman commits herself to is rattling and cannot be ignored or taken for granted. 

  

Ms. Anindita Ghosh’s presentation dealt with the multifaceted and pertinent topic of women, caste 

and migration. She spoke about how Women Studies still lack studies and analysis of women 

migration in India which is often being trumped by the larger general migration studies that is male 

centric. She goes on to say, in a general sense, migration is determined by two factors: Social and 

economic. Migrants form 30% of India’s total population. Female migration is determined by other 
factors other than those mentioned above: Marriage/ dependence and secondary economic/ social 

roles. In short, they follow their male counterparts in migration movements. This points to how 

inequality is also a determinate of women’s migration in India.  Other factors Ms. Ghosh talks about 
are the ‘push’ and ‘pull’ factors which can be demonstrated through how social networks (access to 

information from other women, an already pre-existing chain of migration and migration networks) 

act as ‘pull’ factors whereas caste discrimination and the atrocities following such discrimination 
acts as a ‘push’ factor. Other ‘pull’ factors that attract migrants are the possibilities of social 
development, safe working environment and safe drinking water/sanitation. The discussion carried 

forward to the regional migrations from the 8 North Eastern States to metropolitan cities such as 

Mumbai, Kolkata, Bangalore, and Delhi with different push factors such as insurgency, 

militarization (AFSPA), employment crisis and neo-colonial projects that led to loss of communal 

land to privatization and resource exploitation. The talk continued on to the possibilities of 

migration in the larger India context as being subversive of feudal powers of caste/class and also 

the possibilities of this revamping it. The presentation and interactive session concluded with a 

general agreement that reservations in institutions for Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes 

(STs) and Other Backward Classes (OBCs) is important to alleviate certain problems besides active 

systemic changes that create an environment of equity. 

Dr. Pushpesh Kumar an associate professor at university of Hyderabad in his lecture on the theme 

“women and the Spaces they inhabit” organised by the Women Cell Union Christian College on the 
11th December’ 2020 , talks about Women and Public Spaces and the State’s role and its importance 
in engendering the Spaces where he asserted that both Genders have the right to pleasure .He 

strongly advocated the responsibility of the Government to allow Women to claim the Right to 

Public Spaces and this is possible if the Government Infrastructure is in place . Dr Kumar also 

Highlighted the Contents of The Justice Verma  Committee  for Gender Justice and Public Safety 



 

of Women and held the State responsible and accountable for Women Right to life, security and 

bodily integrity , Safety of Women in Public Spaces , Equality and Non –discrimination. Dr. Kumar 

also talks about the Patriarchal attitude of the Police and other organs of the Government and 

suggested a through Reform. The Government Response in terms of Criminal Laws or Amendments 

and Ordinances (2013) however, failed to incorporate these transformative Contents of the Justice 

Committee which thus, reflect that the State still remains Patriarchal .Dr. Kumar concluded that in 

order to bring a sea change its necessary for the State to change its Patriarchal attitude to ensure 

women safety in public spaces with no discrimination and subjection. 

Dr. Doma T. Bhutia took over the Session at 11:45 AM with her speech about Women spaces 

through the legal lenses. While talking about the space of women in the Judicial point of view there 

is very little achievement, very few women have reached the ladder of Judges in either the Supreme 

Court or High courts or even Senior Advocates. This is all because Legal Jobs are being look upon 

as a male dominated space. She also elaborated that though there are several laws and acts which 

are meant for the protection of women, the implementation of such laws and acts are very poor in 

the country. One of such cases has been the failure to implement laws related to victims of domestic 

abuse and sexual abuse. She argues that there is a failure within the judiciary to identity victims of 

domestic and sexual abuses as the judiciary places too much importance on the physical proof and 

not on mental abuses inflicted upon the victim which are rather very crucial while dealing with such 

cases. On a different note she points out that though women in the North-Eastern States are more 

empowered compare to other women in the country, however,  when one look closely at the 

customary law in many NE States women are being taken as a commodity. She elaborated the 

statement by giving an example of Sikkim’s Customary Law, women in Sikkim who are married to 
a Non- Sikkimese are bound to lose their citizenship, property rights and other succession rights 

while such laws are not bound to a man who married a Non- Sikkimese woman. Laws are not meant 

to give birth to discrimination but rather to dissolve it. 

She concluded her session with a note that though it is undeniable, women have succeeded to 

achieve recognition beyond their domestic spaces and that there are a few notable works on the part 

of the Indian Government to empower women but, this is not enough.   

The Panel Discussion with six Panelist brought in speakers who contributed a lot to understanding 

of women in different spaces be it professional or domestic or women in Science and the Police 

Department.  A lot of enlightened information and inputs were brought forth from the NGO sector 

and entrepreneurship. We had an expression of the diaspora and also from the church. The 

interactions of the participants made this session more lively bouncing and lifted the spirit of the 

session. Women as care takers was something nonacademic but the speaker’s note of the importance 
of mental health, observed in domestic space was quite an eye opener 

The Webinar has met its goal and the responses of the Resource Persons as per the theme had been 

one of the strong impressions that it made. The Women Cell wishes to proceed towards publishing 

and we hope and pray that this set goal will see us through. 

 

       

Ms. B. R. Lyngdoh 

       Convenor Women Cell, UCC 
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UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE, WOMEN CELL  

 

International Women’s Day: Choose to challenge 

Date: March 8, 2021 

Venue: Auditorium 

No. of Participants: 

 

Male Female Total 

26 59 85 

 

Resource Person: 

1. Ms. Ibansiewdor Lyngdoh, Asst. Professor, Economics Dept. 

2. Ms. Longnam Kharpuri, Asst. Professor, English Dept. 

3. Ms. Phidariing Kharsyntiew, ANO NCC Girls’ Battalion, UCC 

4. Ms. B. R. Lyngdoh, Convenor, Women Cell, UCC. 

Proceedings: 

The Women Cell Union Christian College celebrated International Women’s Day by 

conducting a two hour programme in the College Auditorium. All classes were 

suspended for the programme. As per the attached programme, there were 

presentations from Faculty members, the objective of which was to make students 

aware of the significance of this day. Ms. Ibansiewdor Lyngdoh gave a talk on the 

history and important events that marked the journey of women. She reminded us 

about the social and cultural implication of the role of women. The presence of a deep 

rooted patriarchal society has reduced the status of women to mere domestic mule that 

needed to be tamed and controlled. She highlighted the denial of education for female 

and unequal pay and persistent gender disparity. She called upon students to choose to 

challenge any form of oppression and be willing and brave enough to change and 

make some changes.   

Ms. Longnam Kharpuri brought in the importance of women’s lead and 

participation in the political administration. Her presentation dealt with the topic of 

women leaders and their success with particular reference to countries led by women 

and how they displayed success of a unique nature, particularly in handling Covid 

crises last year, 2020. Women as decision makers have made better inroads in 

managerial skills bringing in traditionally “feminine” values of empathy, 



inclusiveness and collaboration into leadership roles. The presentation concluded with 

a massage that women and men should learn from each other and more women should 

be enabled to participate in decision making roles for effective leadership and 

management. 

Ms. Phidariing Kharsyntiew shared her experiences in NCC. The purpose of her 

talk is to encourage students to break gender bias and psychological constraints that 

stops women from doing many things because they believe it is meant for men. Her 

difficult and stressful training in Gwalior for her Lieutenant status has taken her to a 

world completely unknown to her. She had to find her way through language barrier 

and cultural differences and go through strict training where rest and sleep were 

compromised. Her call to students was to fight and believe that nothing is impossible 

with God and an undaunted spirit.  

Ms. Amesha Lyndem offered special prayer for the gifts of women’s lives. She 

highlighted the contribution of women faculty members to the growth and 

development and wellbeing of the college. She called upon students to honour their 

mothers, their sisters and teachers and understand women’s lives from a different 

perspective.  

Ms. B. R. Lyngdoh moderated the interaction with students. It was an interesting 

exchange of ideas where students have put forth some glaring disparity in the campus. 

She also amplified the interpretations of the posters and what are the different 

massages they project. It is worthy to note that this medium of expression through 

paintings, sketches and caricatures is one of the channel our students love to express. 

Ms. Chello Meme (Political Science First Semester), a victim of molestation shared 

her testimony and addressed the students’ community to always voice out against any 

forms of oppression.   

The Vice-Principal in his closing remarks addressed the issues brought about by 

students. The different timings of reporting to the campus, for instance, is not for 

anything but safety measures. He guarantees absolute support to women agenda and 

his personal interest is to encourage them in sports, camping, and empowerment of 

diverged forms from dance to music and learning languages and travelling. 
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Ms. Ibansiewdor Lyngdoh, Asst. Professor, Economics Dept and Ms. Longnam 

Kharpuri, Asst. Professor, English Dept. delivering their talk on the occasion. 

 



 
Ms. Phidariing Kharsyntiew, ANO NCC Girls’ Battalion, UCC and Ms. B. R. 

Lyngdoh, Convenor, Women Cell, UCC. 

 



 
Students sharing their thoughts on the occasion. 

 

  

            

Ms. B. R. Lyngdoh 

Convenor Women Cell, UCC 








